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The Story the Reporter Didn’t Write
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That s what happened to Leslie Gelb who went -1 ‘

back to work at The New York Times after serving publish, 1985, classified information the release of -
two years as director of the State Department’s which is harmful and demaging to the country.”
Bureau of Politico-Military Affairs. Gelb’s =~ - - Chain didn’t name Gelb, nor did he say that Gelb
,MMWMgWMh had seen the document during his two-year tour at .
-contmmngtrafﬁcbetweeumevorldofm State. Bus the implication was clear. v ;... ..
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story. But that dida’t keap same pas .. soures:am was astenished to sealien thato ¢«
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politico-military director, Lt. Gen. John T. Cham * diplomatically delicate contents to the State &

Jr.—from suspecting that Gelb had traded’, ' - - Departlnent bureau most obviously concemed.x' S
improperly on his former position for a story he. " Gelb.couldn’t recall ever having seen the . -7
. wrote Feb. 13 on U.S. nuclear contingency;; plans. . document during his two years at State. Just 0. o5
The Times story was based on a top-secret :- make sure, though, he called friends in his old ofﬁce
White House document that had surfaced abroad and was assured that they were unaware of the
and caused a brief furor in the foreign press. It ° " document and the policy it described. A
revealed that the United States had contmgency For the determinedly scrupulous Gelb; the PR

plans for deploying nuclear weapons in Bermuda, - knowledge that key officials in the State .

Canada, Iceland and Puerto Rxco but dld not tell the Department had been left in the dark was.

governments involved. - « -~ gomething he could not ethically write about, since -
But the top-secret document was dated 1975 it stemmed directly from the two years he had ;

two years before Gelb’s tenure in Foggy Bm. worked for the government. So he d:dn t mclude
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